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New star 
of S.F.’s 
water 
system 


Calaveras Dam 
touted as model 
of safety, efficiency 


By Dominic Fracassa 


Hidden away in the bulging hills of 
the Sunol Valley, construction on the 
showpiece of San Francisco’s water 
delivery system overhaul is nearing 
completion. 

At the northernmost tip of the Cala- 
veras Reservoir, a critical component of 
the vast Hetch Hetchy network that 
sends water to 2.7 million Bay Area 
residents, a brand-new, $810 million 
earthen dam is now 89 percent com- 
plete. 

While the new Calaveras Dam rests 
just 1,000 feet downstream from its 
91-year-old predecessor, it’s being built 
to meet far more stringent seismic stan- 
dards. 

That’s particularly important, consid- 
ering that the new dam will sit just 1,500 
feet from the Calaveras Fault, which is 
capable of producing a 7.25-magnitude 
earthquake and, with it, the potential to 
severely disrupt the entire region’s wa- 
ter supply. The new dam is being built to 
take such a quake in stride. 

“When it’s full, Calaveras Reservoir 
represents 40 percent of all of our local 
water storage capacity — in that one 
reservoir,” said San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission spokeswoman 
Betsy Lauppe Rhodes. Should the re- 
gion be suddenly cut off from its central 
source of water — the Hetch Hetchy 

Calaveras continues on A12 


To survive 
warming, 
state birds 
nest earlier 


By Kurtis Alexander 


The early bird not only gets the 
worm, but may stand a better chance of 
riding out global warming. 

A new study finds that birds in Cali- 
fornia are breeding up to 12 days earlier 
than they did a century ago, an appar- 
ent effort to maintain their optimal 
nesting temperatures as the planet 
warms. 

Like many plants and animals, birds 
have been known to relocate to cooler 
places to compensate for rising temper- 
atures, moving north or to higher ele- 
vations. But the research published 
this month in the journal Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences 
highlights the extent to which birds are 
going to adapt in other ways toa 
changing world. 

“We hadn’t been thinking along 
those lines,” said Steven Beissinger, 
professor of conservation biology at UC 
Berkeley and a co-author of the study. 
“We always thought species would 
adjust where they are to stay in their 
thermal environment, not adjust their 
(reproductive) timing.” 

He added, “The good news is that 


“There’s a meaningful opportunity to take a toy store and bring it to life.” 


Toys R Us CEO Dave Brandon, on the stores’ interactive offerings 


Ready, set, shop — 
crowds arrive early 
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Missy McCauley of Martinez checks out at the Concord Toys R Us, which opened at 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving. 


Toys R Us seeks to reclaim season as it restructures 


= 


By Thomas Lee 
and Steve Rubenstein 


Long before the days of Amazon 
and iPhones, the toy store ruled holi- 
day shopping. And Toys R Us was 
perhaps the greatest American toy 
merchant of them all: truly a place, as 
its inescapable slogan promised, 
where a kid could be a kid. 

Nowadays, CEO Dave Brandon 
takes a more pragmatic approach 
toward the crucial four weeks be- 
tween Black Friday and Christmas. 

“Were glad we're in the baby busi- 
ness,” Brandon said in an interview 
two months after Toys R Us filed for 
bankruptcy protection. Consistent 
sales of everyday baby supplies such 
as food, diapers and bedding, he said, 
help the chain survive the bruising 
price wars that now mark this time of 


Nimisha Sandhu, 5, of Walnut Creek watches as store manager Charley year. 


Almassey hands out tickets for popular items at the Concord Toys R Us. 


Shopping continues on A11 


Bay Area ready for its own WNBA team 


By Susan Slusser 


For nearly 20 years, the 
Bay Area — the sixth-biggest 
television market in the coun- 
try — has lacked a women’s 
professional basketball team. 
For the past eight, with the 
demise of the Sacramento 
Monarchs, all of Northern 
California has been without 
one. 

With the Warriors’ new 
arena on the horizon, that is 
expected to change. Once 
Chase Arena is completed 
and the Warriors are all 


“Its definitely something 
on our radar, but timing isa 
consideration for us,” War- 
riors president Rick Welts 
said. “We’ve talked to the 
league several times about 
what it would look like, but in 
reality, we have a lot on our 
plate right now with the new 
arena. 

“Despite our enthusiasm 
for women’s basketball, the 
time isn’t right with every- 
thing else going on, but we 
have great interest. I think 
there is areal opportunity 
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there may be more flexibility for spe- moved in, the WNBA is next 

cies to respond to climate change than on the organization’s check- San Francisco has not had a women’s professional team a women’s pro team since the 
Birds continues on A12 | list. since the Pioneers of the Women’s Basketball League. Basketball continues on A13 
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